This study explores how ideational meaning is realized in media texts written by native and nonnative writers of English. Particularly, the paper attempts to analyze transitivity or process types from a semantic-grammatical point of view based on Halliday's (1985) framework of Systemic Functional Grammar. The study aims to describe and compare the process types used by the authors to transmit their experiences/ideations and fulfill the intended purposes. To this end, eight articles from Washington Post (WP) & Arab News (AN) online newspapers were analyzed. The selected texts were divided into clauses and the process types (material, mental, relational, verbal, existential & behavior) were identified and compared. The analysis reveals that the authors of both newspapers give prominence to the use of material and relational processes seeming to focus exclusively on the actions of physical nature and make links between actions and actors with some qualities associated with them. The subsequently used processes in WP articles are verbal, mental and existential; whereas in AN articles they are mental, existential and verbal. Behavior process is the last and least frequently used process type in both newspapers articles showing that the physiological responses of the actors are not a major involvement. However, the rates of process types in all articles of both newspapers differ considerably. This variation is ascribed to the authors' choice to include a process type more than the other or exclude another to transmit their own experiences and bring about the intended purpose.
Arab World English Journal www.awej.org ISSN: 2229-9327 192 According to Halliday (1994) , each situation includes three constituents: "the process itself, participants in the process, and the circumstances associated with the process" (p.107).The process is recognized by a verb and it is the essential part of the situation. A nominal group considers participants and circumstances are realized by adverbial groups or prepositional phrases. For the current study, detailed analysis of the six process types are carried out. But analysis of the participants and circumstances are not dealt with.
The process types are clarified by Ezzina (2015, pp. 287-288) as follows: -The Material process includes clauses of doing and happening.
-The Mental processes are grouped into four subtypes which are perception (see, hear, feel), cognition (know, understand, believe) , affection (like, love), and desire (hope, want, wish).
-The relational process occurs outside and inside human being. Relational processes are typically realized by the verb 'be' or some verbs of the same class (known as copular verbs); for examples, seem, become, appear, etc., or sometime by verbs such as have, own, possess. This type is realized by the verbs: sound, look, play, cost, have, get, seem, etc.
-The behavioral process lies between the material and mental processes. It characterizes the outer expression of inner working and reflects physiological and psychological behaviors.
-The verbal process is between mental and relational processes, which represents the act of saying.
-The existential process is between relational and material processes which proves states of being, existing, and happening. Existential processes typically employ the verb be which follows [there] or its synonyms such as exist, arise, occur.
Purpose of Study
The main purpose of this study is to explore and compare how ideational meaning and purposes are realized in media texts written by native and non-native writers of English from two online newspapers through the analysis of transitivity or process types within the framework of SFG.
Data Description
The data for analysis in this study comprises eight online articles; four from Washington Post (WP) newspaper and the other four articles are from Arab News (AN) newspaper. Selection of the sample articles is based on two factors: authenticity and variation of topics. The selected articles were paired; one from the WP and the other from AN for the sake of comparison. Each pair deals with different topic, but articles in the same pair discuss similar idea.
For the following analysis, Texts' transitivity is examined exploring the mentioned six process types, adopting the criteria set by Halliday, but the detailed analysis of the participant types has not been dealt with in the present work. First, clauses in WP & AN articles were identified. Secondly, clause constituents were determined considering the type of the process (verbal phrases) that was used in the clause. Then, the frequencies and percentages were calculated for each category. Finally, tables of frequency and percentage were formed for each newspaper articles. (For full texts of the data, the articles' links are provided in the appendix) A comparison between data from each table was made. Before doing any further analysis, it is worth mentioning that the length of articles in pairs differs noticeably. Despite the choice of articles from WP and AN was made on the basis of topic similarity dealt with in each newspaper, they remained unequal in length. As long as the total number of process types of per article are concerned, the above tables show that AN articles are longer than WP articles in pair 1 & 2, whereas it is the reverse in pair 3 & 4. The density of process Article No.
Data Analysis
( 1 ) types in certain articles points out that they are more informative than the others including many details.
Since it seems there is no one to one relationship to account for the length of the articles, we may assume that the authors' origin factor; being native or non-native of English, does not affect the information density.
Material Process
The predominance of material process in all pair articles except pair 3 indicates that the writers of both newspapers, WP & AN, have a tendency to focus on the expression of 'doing and happening' and doers of actions to transmit their external experiences as far as they are reporting facts about particular issues. Despite the difference of the authors' origins , their matrix of thoughts and the texts' contexts, both WP and AN newspapers center exclusively on using the material process to give details on actions and doings to fulfill the writing purposes.
The following are examples from each pair, though they deal with similar topics, they display that the writers used certain actions and definite clause structures through different wordchoice to manifest their writing purposes. Hence, they bring about some world realties as they experienced. These examples show that the WP author's purpose is to present facts concerning the budget and describe some economic issues in the present and relate it to future planning and expectations. So, through the choice of material process (e.g. going up, seek, pay, repaid, lose, apply, spent, …etc.) , and relating them to participants/ doers/ actors such as (administration-taxpayers, automakers) the author could achieve his writing purpose and influences the readers about the subject matter showing what he knows and what he does not. Besides, the use of modal operators in verb groups adds influential sense about the writer's expectations.
As the example above illustrates, the AN author's purpose is to deal with the governmental recent years financial and economic performances and compare them with previous years and private sectors. So, the use of the material processes ( e. g. issued, rose, went over, kept, exceeded, declined, grew) in the past tense form-with actors like (government, economy, spending, oil revenue, growth, private sector) were appropriate to accomplish his purpose of writing. The comparative structure used by the author makes the statements more influential.
On the other hand, processes of knowledge formation are implied in the authors' language use of verbal phrases. Through the use of future tense along with present tense, the WP writer showed that he built his expectations for the future budget depending on current resources or experiences. But, the AN writer showed that he has an exposure to KSA previous years' budget and performances while discussing the current one as long as the past tense is the most frequent. So he depended on his previous experience or encountered knowledge to introduce his ideas. . In addition, the AN author included several statistics regarding men and women's unemployment rates to achieve the intended purposes. All these components (the participants, the process types, the comparative style and the statistical figures) hang together and support the authors' intentions to produce influential texts. The material process in pair 3 does not constitute high frequency. In WP article the rate is 20.45 % and it is 18.75 % in AN article. This low frequency shows that the writers' major intention was not to present the participants' doings and actions. Instead, we realize that the WP author's chief purpose is to report the National Book Festival visitors' opinions and insights as long as the verbal process forms the highest frequency rate in the article. For the AN article, the relational process was the author's concentration as it forms a rate of 37.5 % to total process types. This highest rate of relational process reveals the author's intention to identify and classify the books in the International Book Fair in Riyadh. In addition, the material processes such as (focused & serves ) Additionally, the expression 'guy' occurs 4 times as goal in the WP article to refer to the dead man 'Nick Lynch' with the main aim to praise him. If the writer in AN newspaper uses 'guy' to refer to the Saudi dead man, it would be seen as disrespectful. This is, in fact, a purely cultural way of experiencing things. Here, we may draw an assumption that cultural aspect affect the reporting style and word choice of participants and process types.
The material process utilized by the authors shows their different word-choices and their appropriateness to contexts bringing about the intended purpose. The choices display what they experienced, what they know about the concerned topic, and what they expect to be done.
Mental Process
The use of mental process represents the writers' internal experiences; their feelings and personal point of view. Below are some examples from the pair articles. On the contrary, the AN writer in order to transmit his inner believe regarding the Saudi budget, he included himself with the audience and shared them their cognitions and senses in process as (looking & see) . He made use of the first person plural pronoun 'We' showing the inclusion with the audience to express his internal views influencing them to accept these views.
In pair 2, the WP writer did not use mental process. Accordingly, his inner experience or consciousness was not revealed. The participants' emotions, feelings and cognitions were not apparent insofar as they were not depicted as sensors or cognizants. Quite the reverse, the AN In a example, the doer is not stated as the verb phrase is used in the passive voice 'As expected', but it is implied as 'WE'. Here, with the use of mental process, the author manifested his internal ideas and awareness about the subject matter trying to convince the readers by including them in 'we' as it is implied. Similarly, in example b there is an apparent inclusion of the author with the audience through the use of the first person plural pronoun 'us' attempting to influence the readers communicating with them mentally.
Unlike pair 2, the WP article in pair 3 is characterized by the use of mental process while AN article is not. This, in fact, proves that it is the authors' choice to select particular process types and avoid others in order to transmit their experiences and fulfill the intended purposes and influence the readers. Below are some examples: [WP 3] f-"she looks forward each year to meeting her favorite authors…" [Feeling] [
WP 3]
Hence, the WP author's inner consciousness, as he experienced, was exposed to the readers through the participants' depiction as sensors. As the author's main purpose was to report the visitors' insights and opinion about the International Book Festival, the choice of certain mental processes (the bold ones above) support the transmission of the participants' (the visitors') feelings and cognitions. The readers can realize these feelings and have mental impact.
In pair 4, both WP and AN authors used mental process but with different rates (2.59 % for WP vs. 8.10 % for AN ). Even though the length of the WP article is longer than the AN article, the rate of mental process use in AN is higher than WP use. This again is ascribed to the author's choice to include a particular portion of a process type or another. However, it also could be attributed to authors' different intentions in reporting the events. The WP writer intended to include many quotations or indirect speech to report the death of a football coach. Hence, the Arab World English Journal www.awej.org ISSN: 2229-9327 200 mental process did not form the majority of occurrence, instead, it is the verbal process. So, many of the writer's own words were not exposed to the readers but someone else's words. In contrast, the AN writer used direct speech uncovering his personal words to the readers transmitting the participants' mental states. (Regarding direct and indirect speech, more explanation will be provided in the discussion of verbal process). 
Relational Process
Among the six major types of process, relational process forms the second large group in the pair articles. Writers of both newspapers, WP & AN, use the relational process to provide descriptive information about the phenomenon concerned and qualities of the relevant participants.
Tables 1 & 2 above display that the relational usage percentages vary from one article to another in all pairs. The higher rate in a particular article signifies that more descriptive information is included. Therefore, realization of the process type supports the audience getting the author's intended purpose whether to describe, to inform, to argue or to transmit opinion.
The relational process type is oriented with being, possessing and becoming. It means that an entity has some characteristics that ascribed to it. Below are some examples: These examples prove that the writers have expressed their views and knowledge in a natural way which unconsciously draw the audience's acceptance. Via relational process choice, they provided descriptive information including possession as in examples ( h, m, n & v) , becoming as in ( e, o, r, u & w ) , and being relations as in instances (a, b, c, d, f, g, I, j, k, l, p, q, s, t &x ) .
Verbal Process
Verbal process is also used by WP and AN authors to indicate the 'saying' and encode the physical act of speaking. According to tables 1 & 2, the portions of verbal process usage vary in the pair articles and it is not used by AN author in article 2.
Through the use of verbal process, the voices of the participants other than the writers' were also heard. The verbal process usage develops the use of quoted speech. The quoted language presents a speech said by others. Here the writers intend not only to enable the readers read the speech, but also they want them to hear it as it is actually spoken by others. Direct speech is also employed by the authors to give a more dramatic effect on meaning by reporting heard speech using their own words and expressions. By doing this, the two voices (the heard one and the writer's) are combined and not distinguished.
Examples are listed below: In this example, the WP author presents his point of view about 'infrastructure projects' showing how his knowledge or point of view was built; on the basis of a previous encounter or stimulus stated in the clause 'As the stimulus revealed'. Then the verbal clause in the same example ' as promised' shows the author's other source for his experience or knowledge. He stated that physical infrastructure projects were not as "shovel-ready". The idiom "shovel-ready" means that projects are complete. The clause 'as promised' indicates that the writer heard someone else had spoken this before, "that the projects would be complete", but he is opposing the idea.
The verbal process 'as promised' displays the use of 'intertextuality', i. e., including someone else's speech or thoughts. In this case, it is used not to confirm the author's stand or claim; but rather to introduce an opposition state.
For this pair, the AN author did not use a verbal process or clause. This seems to be due to the way he presented his topic about unemployment where he included several statistics comparing gender's opportunities in the present and the past and there seemed no need to include any reported speech or other forms of intertextuality. In this pair extracts, the authors also used the verbal process type to introduce quoted speech directly and indirectly to confirm their statements and get the readers convinced. The phrases 'according to, added, & said' point out the verbal process. Though the phrase 'according to' is not a verb phrase, but it implies the act of speaking. In example c the author paraphrases a heard speech said earlier. He states "According to doctors at the hospital…". Instead, it is possible to state "doctors at the hospital said…" changing the paraphrased statement into reported speech. In addition, the verb 'added' may not denote the act of speaking if it is used in another context. So, it is worth to note that verbs may be used in more than one way-the lexico-grammartical context determines the process type.
Existential Process
Existential process did not constitute a large portion among the process types. The reason why existential process was infrequently used compared to the material processes is that, in the pair articles the writers were largely concerned with the concrete or physical actions of the participants. Only on a few occasions, existential clauses were chosen so as to introduce the presence of a participant, or express positional states. In addition, such process type also tells the readers to what will take place or be detailed in the following discourse.
A correlation between tables 1& 2 above, it appears that the AN authors tend to use the existential process in their produced texts more than that of the WP authors. The total number of existential process frequency in AN articles is 13 while it is 7 in WP ones. This constitutes a total percentage of 37.43% for AN and 13.95 % for WP.
Some extractions from the pair articles are listed below.
Arab World English Journal www.awej.org ISSN: 2229-9327 206 detecting the process types. The analysis reveals that there is no one to one relationship to account for the length of the articles as the total number of all process types in per article randomly form inequality. AN articles are longer than WP articles in pair 1 & 2 , whereas it is the reverse in pair 3 &4 . Building on this result, it is assumed that the authors' origin factor; being native or nonnative of English does not affect the information density. On the other hand, considering the process types frequency, the authors of both newspapers give the material and relational processes a prominence of frequency use to transmit their world experiences. The material process discloses the actions of physical nature which are employed by the authors. The relational process makes links between the actions as well as the actors with some qualities that are associated with them. Then the verbal process is the third frequent occurrence in WP articles but it is the fifth in AN ones. This represents that more intertextuality (reported speech) is used by WP authors to confirm and provide more evidence for their claims. While mental process is the fourth frequency in WP article, it is the third in AN ones. This reveals less inner status and psychological concerns are showed by WP authors as compared to AN writers. Thus the AN authors' inner consciousness and insights are more exposed to the readers than the WP authors. As still there is no much involvement with the mental process paralleled to material and relational processes, the authors appear to be more objective in nature than being subjective. Consequently, the readers may be led to frame their own insights on the basis of the actions represented through material and relational processes. Existential process is the fifth in WP and the fourth in AN articles. This embodies less positional states and presence of an entity are depicted in the articles. The behavior process is the last and least occurrence in both newspapers articles showing that the physiological responses of the actors are not a major concentration in the articles. However, the rates of process types in all articles of both newspapers differ considerably. This variation is ascribed to the authors' choice to include a process type more than the other or exclude another to transmit their own experiences and bring about the intended purpose trying to influence the readers.
Conclusion
Through the analysis we realize that despite the topic similarity of each pair, the texts' contexts of WP and AN articles differ remarkably along with the writing purposes. Different writing purposes led the authors select certain words and structures and avoid others through diverse process types as they served their purposes and the target audience. Thus, realization of the process types support the audience getting the authors' intended purposes and understanding their ideas.
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